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Married couples are afforded a wide range of benefits and advantages, including tax breaks, insurance 
coverage, death benefits, and legal rights to shared property. Unmarried couples lack most of these rights 
unless they take affirmative steps to create them. Most couples do not realize that they can guarantee 
themselves many of the financial protections offered by marriage by making a contract known as a 
Cohabitation Agreement.

A Cohabitation Agreement is a contract between unmarried people who live together, defining their rights 
and responsibilities. Cohabitation Agreements cover much of the same ground as Domestic Partnership 
Agreements or Prenuptial Agreements, offering the chance to strengthen relationships by alleviating 
potential sources of conflict. The agreement can establish financial responsibilities for each partner both 
during and after cohabitation, operating like a Prenuptial Agreement in the event of a breakup.

Cohabitation Agreements are generally governed by Contract Law in most states, meaning they must be 
legally sound and follow all appropriate requirements in order to be enforceable. Cohabitation Agreements 
should be made in writing and signed (and notarized) by both parties. While courts may enforce some oral 
agreements, you are much safer executing a written contract.
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A Cohabitation Agreement can cover each party’s rights and obligations concerning, for example:
• Financial support during and after the relationship
• Property acquired before the relationship
• Property acquired during the relationship
• Jointly-owned property and investments
• Food, housing, utilities, and other expenses
• Property acquired through inheritance or separate gift during the relationship
• How to resolve any disputes that arise from the agreement (for example, binding arbitration)

Cohabitation Agreements are not meant to cover personal aspects of a relationship, such as household
chores, pets, or child custody rights. 

When should a Cohabitation Agreement be Considered:
• When one party has a substantially higher income and other assets.
• When one party has given up career opportunities or left the workforce to be a full-time parent or

homemaker.
• When one party is earning the lion’s share of the income while supporting the other party earning an

advanced degree.
• When the parties wish to establish whether there will be financial support should the relationship end.
• When either party has business interests, assets, or debts they would prefer to keep separate.
• When one party is making payments toward property owned by the other party.
• When the couple buys a home together or makes other joint investments.
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Process:
1. Client engages Syndicate Legal Services for the legal documents needed. 
2. Because Syndicate Legal Services provides custom legal documents, a member of Syndicate Legal Services will contact 

the Client get the information needed to complete the required legal work product. This happens via telephone conference 
or by video conference. 

3. Syndicate Legal Services’ team members will complete the First Draft of the Custom Legal Documents and send them 
electronically to the Client for review. 

4. Client will review the First Draft and request any changes, edits or corrections. Syndicate Legal Services will continue to 
make corrections, changes and edits to the Legal Documents until the Client approves a Final Draft. 

5. Once the Client is satisfied with the Legal Documents, Syndicate Legal Services will deliver a Final Draft to the Client 
along with a “Syndicate Legal Services Certificate of Completion.” 

6. All first drafts are delivered to the Client within 1-3 business days, with the average timeline being within one business 
day. 

Syndicate Legal Services will send Client copies of all completed work, documents and correspondences, as well as other 
information throughout this Engagement. These copies will be the “Client File” copies. Syndicate Legal Services will also 
keep the information in the Syndicate Legal Services Corporate Office. The file in the Syndicate Legal Services Corporate 
Office will be “Our File”. Please have the “Client File” available during all of our in-person meetings / video conferences / 
telephone conferences so that we all have the necessary information available to us. Once Syndicate Legal Services has 
completed the Legal Support Services detailed in this Engagement Agreement, Syndicate Legal Services will close “Our 
File” and return any original documents to Client (if any). Syndicate Legal Services will then store the “Our File” for 
approximately six (6) years. Syndicate Legal Services will destroy the “Our File” after that period-of-time unless Client 
instructs Syndicate Legal Services in writing to keep the file longer. 
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Syndicate Subscription Legal Plans (www.SyndicateLegalPlans.com), Syndicate Legal Support 
(www.SyndicateLegalSupport.com), Syndicate Custom Legal Documents 
(www.SyndicateLegalDocuments.com) and Syndicate Legal Services (the collection of the three 
previously mentioned services and domains / URLs) are each tradenames for “Syndicate Legal & 
Financial, LLC,” a California Limited Liability Company. Syndicate Legal & Financial, LLC is a 
licensed, bonded & insured Legal Document Assistant Office duly registered in the County of Los 
Angeles (#2024100564).

BEWARE OF ILLEGAL COMPANIES OFFERING LEGAL DOCUMENT PREPARATION 
SERVICES. It Is illegal in California to provide self-help legal document preparation services 
without being a registered and bonded Legal Document Assistant or Law Firm. Paralegals or other 
companies advertising to consumers that are not licensed or qualified under California law to provide 
self-help legal document preparation services to consumers are violating California law! See 
California Business & Professions Code Section 6408.5.
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SYNDICATE LEGAL SERVICES:

Syndicate Subscription Legal Plans:
www.SyndicateLegalPlans.com

Syndicate Legal Support Services:
www.SyndicateLegalSupport.com

http://www.syndicatelegalplans.com/
http://www.syndicatelegalsupport.com/
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