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TYPES OF CUSTODY ORDERS
May vary state-to-state, but the general legal and physical custody orders nationwide fall into four classes.

LEGAL CUSTODY
Legal custody gives a parent the right to make long-term decisions about the raising of a child, and key aspects 
of the child's welfare -- including the child's education, medical care, dental care, and religious instruction.

JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY
In most child custody cases; joint legal custody is awarded to both parents based on the best interest of the 
child. However, if a parent is deemed unfit, is incapable of making decisions about the child's upbringing, has a 
history of drug abuse, domestic violence, child neglect, then a parent may not be awarded legal custody.

SOLE LEGAL CUSTODY
When a parent has sole legal custody of their child, they can make all decisions regarding issues such as 
schools, religion, medical care, housing, etc.

PHYSICAL CUSTODY
Physical custody is the primary residence where the child resides. The parent the lives with the child at the 
primary residence will be considered the custodial parent.
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TYPES OF VISITATION ORDERS
Visitation, also called “time-share,” is how the parents will share time with their child, primarily in 
cases where a parent has the child for less than half the time. Visitation plans can follow a variety of 

guidelines, such as:

Scheduled visitation – parents and courts must devise a schedule detailing the specific dates and times
the child will be with each parent, including holidays, special occasions (birthdays, Mother’s Day,
Father’s Day), and vacations.

Reasonable (open) visitation – does not have to detail specific dates and times, and instead is open-
ended for parents to communicate with each other (works best for parents who are flexible and on
amicable terms).

Supervised visitation – for the child’s safety, a third party will supervise the child’s visitation with their
parent (perhaps due to claims that the parent is abusive or if the child and parent need more time to get
acquainted with each other).
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Mr. Steven Mueller is a Lawyer, Co-Founder & Senior Managing Partner of Syndicate Legal 
Services (www.SteveMuellerLegal.com). Mr. Mueller has more than twenty-five years of Law Office 
experience, including (but not limited to) 20 years of experience in Corporate & Investment Banking 
Law; 15 years of experience in Civil Litigation; 5 years of experience in person injury law, family law, 
and employment law; and 3 years of experience in Criminal Defense Law. 

Mr. Mueller is a true pioneer in the Private and Public Capital Markets industry with more than twenty 
years of industry experience. Mr. Mueller has extensive experience in Alternative Trading Systems and 
Stock Exchange Legal & Compliance, structuring private and public securities offerings, and 
coordinating both public and private securities offerings through a syndicate network of FINRA 
Registered Broker Dealers, Investment Banks and Registered Investment Advisors. As of today, Mr. 
Mueller has participated approximate 200 IPOs and Rule 144A Equity Offerings, and nearly 2,500 
capital markets transactions.

In addition, Mr. Mueller has completed the following courses: BA in Corporate Finance w/ Minor in 
Accounting (South Carolina); Law School (California Southern Law School); Three Years Law Office 
Study Program (LA Law, Beverly Hills); Paralegal & Advanced Paralegal Studies Certificates; FINRA 
series 6, 65 & 7; California Insurance (Property & Casualty, Life & Health, Commercial, Annuity, 
Earthquake, Flood & Long-Term Care); California Real Estate Sales; California Residential Mortgage; 
and California Bail Bonds. Mr. Mueller is also a United States Marine Corps Veteran (95-99, honorable 
discharge after completion of 4yr. tour of duty). 

ABOUT OUR MANAGING PARTNER

Mr. Steven J. Mueller
Lawyer, Co-Founder & 

Senior Managing Partner
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STEVE MUELLER’S – 
SYNDICATE LEGAL SERVICES:

Phone: (661) 505-3122
Email: Steve@SteveMuellerLegal.com

Web: www.SteveMuellerLegal.com

mailto:Steve@SteveMuellerLegal.com
http://www.stevemuellerlegal.com/
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