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Identity Theft is defined as the illegal use of someone else’s personal information (such as a Social Security 
number) in order to obtain money or credit. Unfortunately, as computer hackers proliferate and the incidence of data 
breaches goes up, the number of identity theft victims has increased. 

Identity Theft means that someone has used your personal information for their own financial gain without your 
consent. For example, a credit card tied to your own credit history used for the fraudster’s purchases, a student loan 
listing you as a co-signer or primary student without your knowledge, or intercepting your tax refund to name a few 
common issues.

Often, you don’t become aware that you’ve been victimized until you begin receiving calls from debt collection 
agencies or get an overdraft notice on your bank account. By then, your credit scores are affected, and you may get 
denied for loans as a result. This is why credit agencies recommend credit monitoring to see if anything changes 
without your knowledge. Keeping a close eye on financial accounts and investigating questionable charges or 
withdrawals immediately is also important.

We take price in helping our client’s who have been victimized by Identity Theft. We are able to assist victims of the 
following forms of Identity Theft:
• Domestic Identity Theft
• Digital Signature Fraud
• Senior Identity Theft
• Unauthorized ATM Charges
• Unauthorized Bank Transfers
• Unauthorized Credit Card Transactions 
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There are many types of Identity Theft with identity thieves constantly coming up with ways to get access to your 
sensitive information. For example:

• Data Breaches: A data breach can either be intentional or accidental. An intentional data breach usually occurs when 
a criminal finds a way to access a company’s computer system in order to steal private information. On the other 
hand, accidental data breaches can occur if company laptops or cell phones are stolen from an employee. Regardless 
of the cause, data breaches tend to result in thousands or millions of potential victims.

• Formjacking: This type of cybercrime occurs when hackers insert malicious code to collect data from website 
forms.

• Mail Theft: Even in our digital times, old-fashioned snail mail still provides a treasure trove of information for 
identity thieves.

• Phishing: The scammer tricks you into handing over personal information. These days this often happens through 
emails designed to look like they are coming from a business you are familiar with, or a text message, or telephone 
call.

• Synthetic Identity Theft: The identity thief uses a real social security number but a fake name and date of birth.

• Unsafe Internet Connections: Have you ever connected to public Wi-Fi? Regardless of whether you are given a 
password (the thief is likely there with you and has the same password) or not, public wi-fi connections offer a 
gateway into your computer for potential thieves.
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What we can do to help:

• First, we immediately work with our Client to gather as much information as possible, and work on drafting 
a Declaration to be used as part of a Police Report. The more information made available to the police in an 
organized fashion truly helps the police start their investigation. 

• Second, we work with our Client to notify credit bureaus and banks, and we assist the Client to close any 
accounts or credit cards that the Client suspects may have been compromised. 

• Third, we provide copies of the police report to the credit bureaus and to the Client’s bank. When doing so, 
we request that any fraudulent accounts be removed and/or that any fraudulent purchases be reversed. As part 
of this process, we request “extended fraud alerts” (up to seven years) and, if the situation is truly 
aggravated, we may suggest that the Client place a security freeze on their credit reports. This takes the 
Client’s credit reports offline until and unless the Client activates them for a credit transaction.

• Lastly, and only if required, if a Client is unable to have a fraudulent account removed from their credit 
report, or is unable to have a bank or credit card company recredit any account, we work with the Client to 
secure any and all legal remedies available to them. 
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Mr. Steven Mueller is a Lawyer, Co-Founder & Senior Managing Partner of Syndicate Legal 
Services (www.SteveMuellerLegal.com). Mr. Mueller has more than twenty-five years of Law Office 
experience, including (but not limited to) 20 years of experience in Corporate & Investment Banking 
Law; 15 years of experience in Civil Litigation; 5 years of experience in person injury law, family law, 
and employment law; and 3 years of experience in Criminal Defense Law. 

Mr. Mueller is a true pioneer in the Private and Public Capital Markets industry with more than twenty 
years of industry experience. Mr. Mueller has extensive experience in Alternative Trading Systems and 
Stock Exchange Legal & Compliance, structuring private and public securities offerings, and 
coordinating both public and private securities offerings through a syndicate network of FINRA 
Registered Broker Dealers, Investment Banks and Registered Investment Advisors. As of today, Mr. 
Mueller has participated approximate 200 IPOs and Rule 144A Equity Offerings, and nearly 2,500 
capital markets transactions.

In addition, Mr. Mueller has completed the following courses: BA in Corporate Finance w/ Minor in 
Accounting (South Carolina); Law School (California Southern Law School); Three Years Law Office 
Study Program (LA Law, Beverly Hills); Paralegal & Advanced Paralegal Studies Certificates; FINRA 
series 6, 65 & 7; California Insurance (Property & Casualty, Life & Health, Commercial, Annuity, 
Earthquake, Flood & Long-Term Care); California Real Estate Sales; California Residential Mortgage; 
and California Bail Bonds. Mr. Mueller is also a United States Marine Corps Veteran (95-99, honorable 
discharge after completion of 4yr. tour of duty). 

ABOUT OUR MANAGING PARTNER

Mr. Steven J. Mueller
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Web: www.SteveMuellerLegal.com
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